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UNCLAS THESSALONIKI 0600 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: FIRST REACTIONS TO HOUSE VOTE ON 
MILITARY SALES TO TURKEY 

1. THESSALONIKI'S ONLY AFTERNOON PAPER "THESSALONIKI" 

TODAY BANNER HEADLINES HOUSE VOTE ON FRONT PAGE WITH’ RESUMPTION 
OF ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY". SECONDARY HEADLINES ARE "AID 
PROPOSED BY PHILHELLENIC CONGRESSMEN FOR CYPRIOT REFUGEES 
REJECTED" AND "TURKEY EXPRESSED IMMEDIATE RESERVATIONS 
BECAUSE DECISION SPEAKS ONLY OF PARTIAL LIFTING OF EMBARGO ". 

2. DETAILED STORY ON HOUSE VOTE APPEARS ON LAST PAGE OF PAPER 
WHILE STORY ON ADMINISTRATION'S EFFORTS PRIOR TO VOTE, 

APPARENTLY WRITTEN AND LAID OUT BEFORE NEWS OF VOTE RECEIVED, 

ON FRONT PAGE. THIS STORY ENTITLED "BLACKMAILER FORD" 

REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT FORD "APPEALED" TO HOUSE TO LIFT 
EMBARGO ON GROUNDS THAT IT "INDISPENSABLE FOR IMPORTANT 
SECURITY INTERESTS OF US AND NATO, AS WELL AS MAINTENANCE OF 
PEACE AND STABILITY IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ". SAME STORY, 
QUOTINGTURKISH PAPER "HURRIET", SAYS THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAD ASSURED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 THESSA 00600 031858Z 

TURKEY ON FAVORABLE OUTCOME OF VOTE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


3. LAST PAGE STORY REPORTING VOTE, BASED ON AP AND REUTERS 
SOURCES, SAYS THAT DIFFERENCES IN HOUSE-SENATE VERSIONS 
MUST BE WORKED OUT AND IT MAY BE END OF OCTOBER BEFORE 
BILL SIGNED INTO LAW. STORY ALSO REPORTS THAT IN ADDITION TO 
DOLLARS 185 MILLION IN ARMS, BILL AUTHORIZES PRESIDENT TO 
APPROVE ARMS SALES "FOR CASH"’ TO TURKEY TO MEET ITS NATO 
COMMITMENTS. REST OF STORY SIMILARLY FACTUAL, INCLUDING 
DESCRIPTION OF WHELAN AMENDMENT ON INITIATION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH TURKEY ON ILLEGAL OPIUM SHIPMENTS. 

ONE FINAL PARAGRAPH, HOWEVER, CHARACTERIZES ADMINISTRATION 
ACTIONS IN SUPPORT OF BILL AS "TACTICS OF FEAR"' WHICH LINK 
LIFTING OF EMBARGO TO PRESERVATION OF US INTELLIGENCE 
BASES IN TURKEY. 
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